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1. Bioethical Challenges for Religions and 
Interreligious Cooperation. Definitions

• Ethics looks for normative orientation on good and bad, values and 
virtues. 

• Bioethics is a part of ethics related to all forms of life (bios=life), human 
and non-human. 

• Bioethics looks especially at normative orientation in the use of 
biotechnology in the various sectors such as medical bioethics, AI Ethics 
in biotechnology, ethics of biotechnological modification of crops etc.

• Religions try to connect the immanent world with the transcentent
world, the material with the spiritual, the visible with the invisible.

• Interreligious cooperation looks at common ground and values in the 
respective religions in our to strengthen cooperation for human life. 
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2.1 Typology of Theological Methodologies for 
Bioethics

Religious bioethical positions depend on hermeneutics (methods of 
interpretation of the Holy Scriptures):

1. Fundamentalist positions: scripture: literal (selective) interpretation

2. Orthodox positions: scripture+tradition, laws of religious authorities

3. Reformist positions: scripture+contextualisation, inculturation

4. Liberal positions: scripture+autonomy, individual conscience 

5. Mystical positions: scripture+spiritual way towards unity with God
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2.2 Typology: Freedom, Authority, Power
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2.3 Profile of Orthodox Positions
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2.4 Profile of Liberal Positions
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3. Christian/Islamic Themes in Bioethics
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4. “Welcome as Guests on Earth”
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5. Responsibility means to respond to God
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6.1 Common Good as Common Framework
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6.2 Common Good of which Community?
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6.3 UN SDG’s 2015-2030: Rights + Responsibilities
for the Common Good
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UN Sustainable Development Goals SDG’s: 17 Interdependent Goals
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7.1 Globalance as a dynamic balance of values and virtues



20 Sept 2023 Yogya Bioethics_Stueckelberger 15

7.2 Life and World: a Dynamic (Im-)Balance



7.3 The Tree of Values and Virtues
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Values Virtues
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7.4 Globalance: Relational Values
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7.5 Globalance: Relational Virtues



7.6 Two Opposite Values:  Maximum, Minimum, Balanced
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7.7 Balance since 3000 Years in Religions & Philosophy

Across Religions and Philosophies: 
The Golden Rule of Reciprocity.
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8.1 Ethical Principles for Biotechnologies
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8.2 Summary of Bioethical Values
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