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1.1 Definitions: Religious

Ethics

in Higher Education

Transcendance beyond immance
Something invisible beyond the visible

The divine caring and bearing the
human/creation

Only the divine/creator is absolute, all
creatures are relative

by acknowledging the divine, the human
becomes truly human

Religion with holy scriptures, rites, rituals,
community, institution, long term continuity
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1.2 Definitions: Spiritual

in Higher Educario

* Transcendance beyond immance
e Connection to something larger than oneself

» Everyday practice for inner orientation and
peace

e Search for the inner self which leads to
connectiveness to others

o Spirituality = religion without institution
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1.3 Definitions: Secular

Ethics in Higher Education

 World view based on rational thinking, the
visible without an invisible world beyond

o Without belief in religious or spiritual
transcendence

 Institutions without preference for one religious
world view or even with exclusion of religious
and spiritual practices

o State separated from religious institutions

* Some secular institutions becoming crypto-
religious in rituals,
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2.0 Five Types of
Religious, Spiritual and Secular

Individual Conscience versus Institutional Power
G o d $psit for all versus Priesthood of a few
Freedom versus Authority
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Liberal Reformist Fundamentalist
Mystical Orthodox
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2.1 Profile of Liberal Positions

Ethics in Higher Education
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2.2 Profile of Mystical Positions

Ethics in Higher Education

authority traditional
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2.3 Profile of Reformist Positions

Ethics in Higher Education

authority traditional

autonom
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authority

autonomy
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Profile of Orthodox Positions

traditional

contextual

mystical
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2.5 Profile of Fundamentalist
T positions

authority traditional

autonom
y contextual

mystical
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2.6 5 Positions in all 3 World Views

Ethics in Higher Education

| |Religious __Spiritual __|Secular ___

Liberal
Mystical
Reformist
Orthodox

Fundamentalist
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tolerant Patchwork
Rel.-spiritual Classical mystics
contextual interfaith
traditional Classical, Yoga

intolerant Sect., esoteric
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tolerant
Patchwork
Open to rel.
Atheist, laicist

Violent atheist
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3.1 Ethics/Values in 3 World Views

Ethics in Higher Education

e All 3 world views have ethics/values

e Religious are more bound to holy
scriptures, institutions and thus
community-oriented

o Spiritual values are more bound to
individual conscience and practice

e Secular communal (e.g. communism) or
individual (e.g. capitalism) orientation
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3.2 For SDGs Post-Covid: Need for

Ethics in Higher Education

Cooperation of all 3 World Views!

 The Covid Pandemic shows: All 3 world
views with their values need to cooperate.

 The Sustainable Development Goals SDGs
show: All 3 world views need to
contribute.

 The globalised interdependent pluralistic
world shows: All 3 world views need to
respect each other and learn from each
other.
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