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1.1 1.1 ResponsibilityResponsibility
a a keykey forfor ClimateClimate JusticeJustice

The The wordword responsibilityresponsibility isis composedcomposed ofof twotwo wordswords::
•• „„SpondereSpondere““ ((LatinLatin) ) meansmeans toto promispromis, , toto offeroffer, , toto
commitcommit, , toto signsign a a contractcontract ((theologicallytheologically: : GodGod
offersoffers hishis earthearth, he , he commitscommits itit toto humankindhumankind. . 
PhilosophicallyPhilosophically: : inheritinherit thethe earthearth fromfrom childrenchildren).).
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PhilosophicallyPhilosophically: : inheritinherit thethe earthearth fromfrom childrenchildren).).
•• „Re„Re--sponderespondere““ ((LatinLatin) ) meansmeans toto respondrespond, , toto
answeranswer toto thisthis offeroffer byby responsibleresponsible behaviour / behaviour / 
responsibleresponsible useuse ofof thisthis offeroffer..

•• Other Other worldworld viewsviews: : respondrespond toto rationalityrationality, , 
respondrespond toto thethe wisdomwisdom ofof thethe forefathersforefathers, , 
respondrespond toto thethe needsneeds ofof sufferingsuffering peoplepeople//naturenature.   .   



1.2 1.2 ResponsibilityResponsibility: : 
fivefive keykey questionsquestions

FiveFive keykey questonsquestons: a) : a) whowho isis responsibleresponsible
b) b) whatwhat forfor c) c) toto whomwhom d) d) forfor howhow longlong e) e) 
withwith whichwhich meansmeans??

–– ToTo whomwhom? Instance? Instance

–– HowHow longlong? ? PeriodPeriod HowHow? ? MeansMeans

–– Who? Who? SubjectSubject WhatWhat forfor? ? ObjectObject
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1.3 1.3 ResponsibilityResponsibility
forfor thethe fivefive „„skinsskins““

A A holisticholistic anthropology anthropology underlinesunderlines thethe link link betweenbetween
thethe human human andand thethe nonnon--human. human. EachEach human human 
beingbeing needsneeds fivefive levelslevels ofof „„skinskin“ “ toto protectprotect hishis/her /her 
lifelife. These . These areare fivefive basicbasic needsneeds::

1. 1. skinskin: : thethe biologicalbiological skinskin ofof thethe bodybody ((food,waterfood,water))
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1. 1. skinskin: : thethe biologicalbiological skinskin ofof thethe bodybody ((food,waterfood,water))
2. „2. „skinskin“: “: thethe clothesclothes
3. „3. „skinskin“: “: thethe housinghousing
4. „4. „skinskin“: “: thethe communitycommunity
5. „5. „skinskin“: “: thethe atmosphereatmosphere ((protectsprotects fromfrom ozonozon andand isis
vital vital forfor all all lifelife on on earthearth etc.) etc.) andand climateclimate



2.1 2.1 ClimateClimate Justice: Justice: whowho dies dies firstfirst??

•• PainfulPainful questionsquestions: : ”Who dies first” as a result of ”Who dies first” as a result of 
climate change? “Whom do we sacrifice first?” climate change? “Whom do we sacrifice first?” 
as a result of human activity or nonas a result of human activity or non--activity.activity.

•• The basic ethical question today is The basic ethical question today is howhow to invest to invest •• The basic ethical question today is The basic ethical question today is howhow to invest to invest 
and distribute limited resources for the threefold and distribute limited resources for the threefold 
duty of prevention, mitigation and adaptation duty of prevention, mitigation and adaptation 
related to climate change in order to minimize related to climate change in order to minimize 
the number of victims. the number of victims. Climate change becomes Climate change becomes 
a question of global climate justice.a question of global climate justice.
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2.2 Basic Value: Justice2.2 Basic Value: Justice

•• Climate Justice means just and fair instruments, Climate Justice means just and fair instruments, 
decisions, actions, burden sharing and decisions, actions, burden sharing and 
accountability for the prevention, mitigation and accountability for the prevention, mitigation and 
adaptation related to climate change.adaptation related to climate change.

14 dimensions of justice, among others:14 dimensions of justice, among others:

•• CauserCauser relatedrelated justicejustice: : polluterpolluter paypay principleprinciple

•• CapabilityCapability relatedrelated justicejustice: : capabilitycapability toto contributecontribute

•• NeedsNeeds--relatedrelated justicejustice: : needsneeds ofof peoplepeople

•• ProceduralProcedural justicejustice: : corruptioncorruption freefree

•• OnOn--time time justicejustice: : climateclimate actionaction in timein time
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3.1 3.1 ClimateClimate Justice Justice PrinciplesPrinciples

AspectsAspects forfor 1010--15 15 ClimateClimate Justice Justice PrinciplesPrinciples
ofof thethe Global Global AllianceAlliance forfor ClimateClimate Justice: Justice: 

•• The The fivefive dimensionsdimensions ofof responsibilityresponsibility asas•• The The fivefive dimensionsdimensions ofof responsibilityresponsibility asas
frameframe forfor thethe ClimateClimate Justice Justice PrinciplesPrinciples

•• DevelopDevelop thethe different different dimensionsdimensions ofof
justicejustice//equityequity relevant relevant forfor ClimateClimate JusticeJustice

•• The The polluterspolluters paypay principleprinciple isis expressionexpression ofof
responsibilityresponsibility andand hashas toto bebe implementedimplemented
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3.2 3.2 ClimateClimate Justice Justice PrinciplesPrinciples

•• PreventionPrevention hashas ethicallyethically higherhigher prioritypriority thanthan
mitigationmitigation andand adaptationadaptation ((efficiencyefficiency))

•• ResponsibilityResponsibility andand CapabilityCapability IndexIndex RCI RCI isis•• ResponsibilityResponsibility andand CapabilityCapability IndexIndex RCI RCI isis
ethical: ethical: itit leadsleads toto fair fair burdenburden sharingsharing IC/DCIC/DC

•• Ethical Ethical reasonsreasons forfor positive positive andand negative negative 
sanctionssanctions, , marketmarket andand statestate instrumentsinstruments

•• Time Time factorfactor: on time, : on time, emergencyemergency legislationlegislation??

•• ReligionsReligions: : hopehope asas conditioncondition toto actact. . 
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4.1 Christian Faith 4.1 Christian Faith andand ClimateClimate
Change: Change: TooToo LateLate oror isis therethere Hope?Hope?

-- YesYes, , itit isis latelate, but not , but not tootoo latelate

-- God‘sGod‘s promisepromise toto Noah, „Noah, „nevernever againagain shallshall therethere bebe a a 
floodflood toto destroydestroy thethe earthearth“? (Gen 9:11)“? (Gen 9:11)

-- Humankind Humankind brakesbrakes God‘sGod‘s covenantcovenant againagain andand againagain, , GodGod-- Humankind Humankind brakesbrakes God‘sGod‘s covenantcovenant againagain andand againagain, , GodGod
isis willingwilling toto reniewreniew itit againagain andand againagain –– he he gavegave eveneven hishis
lifelife in Jesus Christ in Jesus Christ toto save save humanityhumanity ((newnew covenantcovenant).).

-- GodGod carescares andand sufferssuffers withwith all human all human beingsbeings..

-- NoNo moremore sacrificesacrifice ofof human human liveslives areare justifiedjustified! Jesus was ! Jesus was 
thethe last last justifiedjustified sacrificesacrifice..

-- StopStop exploitationexploitation, , stopstop behavebehave likelike GodsGods ((EzEz 28:1ff).   28:1ff).   

15 Dec 200815 Dec 2008 99Stueckelberger Climate JusticeStueckelberger Climate Justice



5. 5. VariousVarious motivationsmotivations toto actact
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6. 6. ThreatThreat andand opportunityopportunity

Environmental Environmental crisiscrisis andand ClimateClimate Change Change areare a a 
greatgreat threatthreat andand includeinclude opportunitiesopportunities::

•• Business Business opportunitiesopportunities investinginvesting in in 
environmental environmental technologiestechnologies etc. etc. environmental environmental technologiestechnologies etc. etc. 

•• BecomingBecoming oneone, interdependent  , interdependent  humankindhumankind

•• Further Further developingdeveloping global global structuresstructures toto solvingsolving
global global problemsproblems

•• StrengtheningStrengthening interinter--religiousreligious cooperationcooperation

•• OvercomingOvercoming greedgreed, , findingfinding harmonyharmony, , balancebalance. . 
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7. Download 7. Download articlesarticles

Globethics.net Globethics.net offersoffers manymany articlesarticles on on 
ClimateClimate changechange//climateclimate justicejustice. . 

1.1. Go Go toto www.globethics.netwww.globethics.net1.1. Go Go toto www.globethics.netwww.globethics.net

2.2. Register Register forfor freefree

3.3. Login, Login, gogo toto „„librarylibrary“, “, searchsearch scientificscientific
articlesarticles, enter , enter authorauthor „„stueckelbergerstueckelberger“, “, 
title „title „whowho dies dies firstfirst“ “ andand downloaddownload thethe 11 11 
pagepage articlearticle. . 

15 Dec 200815 Dec 2008 Stueckelberger Climate JusticeStueckelberger Climate Justice 1212



1313Globethics.net IndonesiaGlobethics.net Indonesia2 Oct 20092 Oct 2009


